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PISHKUN, WILLOW CREGK, BENTON LAKE
NATIONAL WILOLIFE RSFUGES
Varrative Hepert
May 1 = August 31, 1962

Is Cenerals.
As TVeather Conditiens:

Pellowing is & table showing the weather for the
gemoeral aree of these three refuges.

e UEEne Bepee Sgeme

: :Jl :
M 44
m;.c 1.13 %0 g
Tetal 6e13  nxtremes 96 80

Be Water:

The fellewing tables shew the cemparative guage
mdh;a for Plshlun sad Willew Creek reserveirs fer the peast
five years. Ve fermal wnter lovels are kept at Benten Lake.

_Pishlun
of 198 1960
B e w08 dserie dSovs o
June 4363.6 4370,7 4370.0 4304.8 4367.6
July 4367.8 4566.,0 4360.3 4362,0 43641

fuge A067% 4364.0 4359,0 4362.8 436 .2
Creat of Spul'ly 457440 Bettem of Outlet 4342,0
Tillew Sresk

; | : ‘ 1960 .
Cﬁt 0 0.0 &1352.3 3:«'.0 41361
4137.8 4l36.6 4l38.7 4l33.6 4140.1
M 4131.,0 4136.0 4138.,9 4121.0 4189.4
4131.0 4137.3 4137.0 4110.3 4132.7

Auge .
Crest of Spillway 4142.0 Bettem of Outlet 4086.0

There has been mere wuter in Deaten Lake this year
than has been present feor mamy yoars., In May several thousand
sores were fleeded by the melting snmew snd Jpring rumeff,
Durisg the firet week in August the refuge Manager. and
Supbe. Solwmrts imspected beth Demten Lake end Willew Creek.
At that time theore was still betwoen 700 snd 1000 acres ef

Benten Lake cevered with water.
411 the petheles surreunding Willew Creek reserweir
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were dry by the first of July. '

It is flet that with a swnll eveunt ef meney (as
mwich s we cen chisel eut of the meldy marble b-n.) & great
doal of imprevement ceuld be made at Benten Lake. By taking
sdventage of the natural existing cenditiens numersus weter
sterage sreas ceuld be develeped, which weuld inorease the
available mater supply fer the ducks during resring time.

Ce Fivese
Neone.
IT. Wildlife.
Ae Nigratery Birvds.
1. Populations and Behavier:

Since the waterfowl pepulatiens en Pishkun sad
willew Creek are prectically nil ne estimates will be givem.

A very satisfactery pepulatisn of nesting ducks were
obaerved on Benten Lake during an ingpectisen trip in June. Ne
soourate broed counte oeuld be made at this time because of
the extensive shallew water arean und denge vegetutive cever;
however, lecal rencshers repert mere breeds sbserved than fer
meany years. There wes an estimated 5000 dusks using the refuge
at the time of the inmspectien trip. The largest percentage of
birds werse Mallerds with a limited numer of Pinteil, Cedwall,
Baldpate, Shevellers, end Bl. Wg. Teal being present alse.

o nests er breeds eof ducks have boen abgerved at
either Pishkun er Willew Creek reservelrs.

2¢ Foed snd Cevers

. As usual there is little or ne feed, nesting cever,
or vearing cever en Pishkun er Willew Creck for waterfewl -
even if there were amny birds present.
On Benten Lake feed ond cever ceonditiens were axoellent.
Abundsnt watsr resulted in a heavy grewth otmortho.pm

rushes, Elesgheris Spe
Bs Uplumnd Csme Bindse

Sharpetailed grewse, ringenecked phessant, and
hungerien partridges are Mrly commen 5t Henten Lake. Omly
an ogonssienal mrrhl grouse hes boen abserved at Willew
Creok, A few “dicky"™ birds nu present at Plshkun. _

Cs Big Game inimnls.

Appreximately 15 hoad of Antelepe censistemtly use
Benten Lake. An sccasienal mule deer wanters threugh the area,



e

and semetimes steps for & brief visit. Illegal hunting ls
believed te be the couse of the lew numbers and lack ef
yearly increment.

De Fur Animals, Predaters ond Redents.

Richardsen's greund squirrels were pelisened by the
persencll of the predater and redent centrel effice at Havre,
Yentene, Over 1000 baits were distributed threugheut the ares.

a goed kill resulted, as squirrels aro sbserved enly esocessionally
in small lecelized aress missed by the peisening orew.

I7I. Refuge Develepmemt and Maintenamce.
Fene during peried.

IV. Boonchic Use of the Befuge.

Ae Naying:

‘!ﬁ haying permite were issued te the yenchers ef
the Bemten ave fer the csutting of mative grass hay. Ne
rocerd is yot munbh ef the ameunt oute : :

B. Gryesings

v As usual graziang was permitted en all three aress.
The grazing en Pighkun and Willew Creck is under the direot
supervisien of the Oreenfields Irrigatien Diatriot.
en grazing permits wers issued te near by ranchers
en Denten s These permite totaled 1997.5 AJU.ls, and
Erought in & revenue of $1488.14. The permits oevered the grasing
goasen ef July 1 threugh Nevember 18. »

Public Relatiens.
1. Heorsatienal Uses: |

Fighing is permitted at beth Willew Creek snd Pishkun.
Extonsive use is mede ef tho pionic srea at Pishkun during the
fishing seasen. :
2. Refuge Partiocipetien. ‘
: © Seme time is spemt "Peliticing® with the “spertsmen”
snd ethor "V.I:P'g." in Great Pulls and Augusta en every ine
spectien tripe. The resulting geed will em thelr part mere then
pays for the time spent. :
3¢ Others

Orestful sporecistion is expressed te my wife,

whe spent twe deys = witheut pey « typing these reperts.
L‘“‘;a wish T had e geed olerk, whe oeuld take sherthand
-



Respectiully submitted:

Orever Fs E
Refuge rer

Cempleted Septenber 6, 1962

Appreveds |
' Johzi B. Schwerta
Supte. of Refuges

Appreveds
Regienal Sirecter

Fish and Wildlife Ssrvice
Regien @ne, Pertland, Ore.




17 phessant egzs = SBe nest.

Water develepment pessibllity
Benton Lake



